Michael (p.7) Level 1

Yes. This hamster makes the most godawful racket all
night, then spends the whole day fast asleep! Henry was
in a lot of pain last night; he was being driven crazy by
the noise that the hamster was making. And, to tell you
the truth, I've been wanting to get rid of it for a long
time, so | said to myself, OK, that’s it, | took it and put it
in the street. | thought they loved drains and gutters and
all that, but | guess not, it just sat there paralyzed on the
sidewalk. Well, they’re not domestic animals, they’re not
wild animals, | don’t really know where their natural
habitat is. Dump them in the woods, they’re probably

just as unhappy, so | don’t know where you’re supposed
to put them.



Michael (p.27) Level 2

Veronica, | find it intolerable to be on trial all of a sudden
for this hamster saga that you’ve seen fit to reveal. It's a
personal matter which is nobody else’s business but ours
and which has nothing to do with the present situation!
And | find it incomprehensible to be called a killer! In my
own home!

Michael (p. 28) Level 3

Let me tell you something, I’'m up to here with these
idiotic discussions. We tried to be nice, we bought tulips,
my wife passed me off as a liberal, but | can’t keep this
bullshit up any more. | am not a member of polite
society. What | am and always have been, is a fucking
Neanderthal.



Michael (p. 33) Level 3

Children consume our lives and then destroy them.
Children drag us towards disaster; it’s unavoidable.
When you see those laughing couples casting off into the
sea of matrimony, you say to yourself, they have no ideg,
poor things, they just have no idea, they’re happy. No
one tells you anything when you start out. | have an old
school buddy who’s just about to have a child with his
new girlfriend. | said to him, a child, at our age, are you
insane? The ten or twelve good years we have left
before cancer or a stroke, and you’re going to screw
yourself up with some brat?



